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RELIGION - THE KEY TO LIFE 
by Dennis Bellinger 

 
Good evening family, fellow students, 
friends, and teachers. 
 

My experience at this school has been on 
the whole, a pleasure. Homework, at times 
can be annoying, but as with anything else 
it is well worth it. When you leave school 
and go to high school, or get a job, whether 
it is a summer job between fourth and fifth 
grades, or an after school job, it can be 
exciting, but I think it is important to 
remember a few things that we have 
learned here at Carmel.   
 

The first key to life is that religion is 
invaluable. The scriptures contained within 
the Word are useful for keeping your 
morale up and eventually they will lead you 
to a life of happiness to all eternity. The 
second key is to remember that the Lord 
knows absolutely everything!  Keep your 
thoughts clean and pure and your motives 
true.  
 

Quotes from the Word are your road maps 
to heaven. Consider these two; the prayer 
of Solomon, “Therefore give to your 
servant a wise and understanding heart 
to judge Your people, that I may discern 
between good and evil. For who can 

judge this great people of yours?”  1 
Kings 3:9 and “But seek first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you.”  
Matthew 6:33.   
 

Both these quotes are talking about doing 
what the Lord wants us to do. The first one 
is about asking the Lord for help when we 
need it. This is something we all need to 
remember, especially when we are in times 
of temptation such as in kindergarten when 
another student wants those cardboard 
bricks, the temptation is to yell “MINE”, but 
the nice and charitable thing, the way the 
Lord would want to you to proceed, is to 
share. Or in grade 7/8, when you get better 
marks than a classmate and there is that 
little part of you that wants to gloat and rub 
it in, but you shouldn’t.  

 

"That I may discern between good and evil" 
signifies that we need to be careful of the 
choices that we make, because we are held 
responsible for them. We need to recognize 
evil as sins and shun them.  This 
sometimes includes things we enjoy doing, 
but shouldn't, such as coming home late 
instead of on time (even when you think 
you shouldn’t have to). Consciously 
choosing good over evil helps us to find our 
path to Heaven, which is the ultimate goal 
in life. Remembering the recitations is a 



great way to chase these kinds of evil 
thoughts away. 

 

The second quote is about making room for 
the Lord in our lives first and then fitting all 
the other things in afterwards, like video 
games, TV, sports, and computer games. 

 

"Seek first the kingdom of God" also 
reminds us that we need to ask the Lord for 
help first and then turn over all our worries, 
about all the other things in our lives, to 
Him. If we do that, then He will bless us and 
give us peace and joy. For example if you 
didn’t finish your homework then you might 
be tempted to lie about why it’s not done, or 
that it is done but is at home. 
 

These quotes tie into our school lives much 
more than you would think. Living according 
to them can be as simple as not retaliating 
when someone is mean to you. Learning to 
live by the Lord's example, loving your 
neighbour as yourself, is one of the first and 
most important things we need to learn 
from the Lord.   

 

As I look forward to next year, 
I plan on using these keys in 
high school where I will 
persevere and hope to do 
well. I will remember my 
recitations and follow the Lord 
knowing "all these things will 
be added to you."  

 
GRADUATION SPEECH 2009  

by Spencer MacLean 
 

“Be strong and of good courage, do not 
fear nor be afraid of them; for the Lord 
your God, He is the one who goes with 
you. He will not leave you nor forsake 
you.”  Deuteronomy 31:6 
 

Good evening students, teachers, parents, 
and friends.  
 

This direct quote from the Bible is, in my 
opinion, stating that if you or somebody 
else is being teased or discriminated 
against, you or that person, needs to stand 
up for himself or herself for what he or she 

believes in. This is the way that I would like 
to live my life. 
 

I will say a brief paragraph for each grade I 
remember. I remember in kindergarten, all 
of the playtime we had was very fun. 
Everyday in kindergarten, I was 
encouraged to get there in the morning. 
Most of what we did was build buildings and 
other things with blocks, and then punch 
them down.  
 

Grade One was fun. We had a big 
container full of little ducks. They grew up 
very fast, and everyone in the class claimed 
their own little duck. There was a small pool 
in the back, 
outside of the 
classroom. It 
had a slide 
attached to it; 
we put the 
ducks down 
every once-in-a-while and let them splash 
around.  
 

In Grade Two, we had a different 
classroom. We took down the old 
classroom which was located in the gym, 
and the new school was created. This 
grade went by very fast. This is where we 
took our basic lessons from kindergarten, 
and applied them to our first challenging 
grade.  
 

Grades Three and Four were also 
challenging. We started getting homework, 
and lots of more difficult projects. My 
favourite units were gems, and especially 
the Medieval Times unit. We did something 
special for that unit; we drove to Toronto 
and saw an awesome skit of what it was 
like to be alive in medieval times. We even 
had a medieval feast. 
 

Grades Five and Six were a very big 
change; I, and probably others, realized 
that each grade was getting a lot harder. 
There was more homework and I realized 
that I had to try harder here. Much of the 
homework was difficult and if you didn’t pay 
attention in class (guilty) you missed out on 
a lot of important lessons. 
 



In Grades Seven and Eight, the work was 
both challenging but it was also sort of fun. 
We had lots of fun games that still taught us 
things. There was even a special spot in the 
room for after recess that we sit at, where 
there were comfy couches.   
 

My advice to all of the undergrads, as I 
quoted at the beginning of this speech; “be 
strong and of good courage”, face the new 
challenges of every grade, do your best and 
work hard.  
 

GOD IS A REFUGE AND STRENGTH 
by Colin Scott  

 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble.  Therefore we 
will not fear, though the earth be 
removed and though the mountain be 
carried into the midst of the sea; though 
its waters roar and be troubled, though 
the mountains shake with its swelling.” 
Psalm 46: 1-3 
 

Good evening parents, teachers and 
friends. 
 

I think this quote best represents how all 
the religious teachings that I learned at the 
Carmel New Church School will help me in 
years to come. The teachings will always 
be a refuge to me wherever I am.  The Lord 
will always be there. 
 

I first started school in Senior Kindergarten 
after moving from Elora.  Before I started 
school I went to a birthday party at Dennis 
Bellinger’s house and met all of my future 
classmates. I was scared but it worked out 
okay. The Lord helped me make friends 
that day that I would have for the rest of my 
school years at Carmel New Church 
School. 

 

When I think back to kindergarten I 
remember fairyland, Grandfather and 
Grandmother Beech and free play. We 
always played a variety of games but what I 
remember most is setting up cardboard 
bricks then knocking them over. 
Kindergarten was where I learned about 

friendship and how to have fun without 
anyone getting hurt. 
 

In Grade 1 we had a classroom that was 
made up of half of the gym. It was a 
cramped little area that was divided from 
the rest of the gym by a portable wall. Even 
though it was small it was full of fun 
activities like trying to hatch ducks. 
However, we had to restart because we 
were sent the wrong type of eggs. When 
the new eggs finally hatched we always 
wanted to finish our work to play with the 
ducklings. In Grade 1 I learned 
responsibility when I looked after the ducks.   
 

In Grade 2 we had a brand new classroom 
in the new school. By this time, this class of 
mainly boys had become quite a handful. In 
fact, we were so rowdy we spent most of 
the year with our heads pinned to the table. 
But the times that we did have our heads 
up were filled with fun learning. I learned 
that doing something wrong comes with 
consequences. 
 

Next in the Grade 3/4 
classroom came a trip to 
a medieval festival, a 
massive Lego Egyptian 
Pyramid, and a trip to a 
coal mine underneath the 
ground. Those two years 

taught me that doing work can be fun.     
 

Grade 5/6 brought trips like Saint-Marie 
Among-the-Hurons, Fort Erie and lunch at 
Niagara Falls. We also played a lot of board 
games like Stratego, Chess, and Blokus 
after we finished our work. Grade 5/6 taught 
me that when you do good work you get a 
reward. 
 

And now we are leaving the grade 7/8 
classroom where we spent the time playing 
sports, doing work like math or science, 
creating masterpieces in art and writing, or 
just hanging out in the corner quizzing each 
other on trivia. In those years I learned that 
you are always learning even when you’re 
just hanging out with friends.    

 

It has been a long journey full of lots of 
memories. I’ll never forget all I have learned 



and the time I have spent at the Carmel 
New Church School. 
 

The Lord has always been there to guide 
me and has always been a refuge through 
all my years at school. As I moved through 
the grades at Carmel I moved away from 
the natural sense and moved towards the 
spiritual sense of The Word. The teachers 
and staff of the Carmel New Church School 
have represented a refuge too because 
they have always been there to help and 
support me on the way. The lessons they 
have given me will be with me forever. 

 

My advice to future graduates is to always 
follow the Lord and let Him be your refuge. 
If you follow the Lord and His teachings you 
will succeed and prosper in the afterlife 
forever. 
 
THE LORD RESTED ON THE SEVENTH 

DAY 
by Deacon Heinrichs 

 
“Thus the heavens and the earth, and all 
the host of them, were finished.  And on 
the seventh day God ended his work 
which He had done, and He rested on 
the seventh day from all His work which 
He had done.  Then God blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it, because in 
it He rested from all His work which God 
had created and made.”  Genesis 2: 1-3 
 

Good evening parents, teachers and 
colleagues. I thought it would be a good 
way to start off my graduation speech with 
a quote from the Word. I chose this 
particular quote because God rested once 
all his work had been done and now I have 
completed my elementary schooling at 
Carmel New Church School. I will be going 
off to high school next year; attending 
Carmel New Church Secondary School and 
also going part-time to Huron Heights.   

 

My education here, at CNCS, has been a 
good one. In kindergarten, I loved story 
time out under the Grandfather Beach tree; 
I loved being taught by Ms. Suzanna (even 
when I got in trouble.) 
  

In Grade One I enjoyed math and reading 
and even though I was a grade younger 
then all my friends I enjoyed their company.  
In Grade Two I was sad to be leaving my 
classmates behind but a week into school 
Miss Laura told me that I would be joining 
my friends again. At the time, I didn’t 
understand, I was just overjoyed to be 
changing classes and meeting up with my 
friends once again. I learned in Grade One 
and Two, from Mrs. Laura that school is 
important, and so are your friends.  

 

Suddenly, I was in Grade Three. I 
remember the fun trip to Medieval Times 
with Mrs. Riepert. In Grade Four, I 
remember thinking that I was done with a 
research project and I burned it in the fire 
only to find out the next day, that I still 
needed it. I learned in Mrs. Riepert’s class 
to never throw anything out unless you 
know for certain that you don’t need it 
anymore.  
  

In Grades Five and Six, Mrs. Hill taught me 
how to prepare a 
worship service. I was 
always prepared in Mrs. 
Hill’s classes, and I 
learned that being 
prepared will always 
help you in the long run.   

 

In Grades Seven and Eight Miss Steph, Mr. 
Bellinger and Mrs. Longstaff, were my 
teachers.  Ms. Steph taught me to figure out 
other solutions to a problem. A good 
example of this is how I am not the neatest 
writer so Miss Steph told me to type my 
assignments up, and I have done so ever 
since. 
  

Mr. Bellinger taught me to get my work 
done on time. Even when I pleaded for 
extensions, he forced me to get my work 
done. At the time this seemed harsh but 
now I realize that this was for my own good. 
Later in life and even now this knowledge is 
helping me to be more productive in school. 
  

Mrs. Longstaff is my homeroom teacher for 
my grade 7&8. She taught me to express 
my ideas through my writing and the 



importance of grammar and being an 
effective communicator.   
 

I try my best in all my classes but the one I 
have tried the hardest is in Scripture 
Studies. I have tried to participate in all my 
years at CNCS so I can better understand 
the truth from the Word.   
  

I feel that to succeed in this school, and in 
life in general, you must live a life of religion 
by working hard to prepare for a life of 
serving the Lord. I have been preparing 
myself by getting a good education here in 
order to get a job and help the society 
which also helps the Lord.   
  

I have always enjoyed this school and look 
forward going to CNCSS. Some people 
might think that going to Huron Heights 
might make living a life of following the Lord 
harder. In essence, it is actually easier. 
There are so many people at Huron Heights 
that you can help so many more people so I 
don’t worry about attending because I feel 
like I have a great opportunity to serve the 
Lord. 
  

My advice to the undergrads is to work hard 
so they will be well prepared for high 
school, and later in life, be prepared for 
college or university and then a job. Don’t 
give up undergrads, you’re almost there, 
and when you graduate you will take the 
next step into life, so work hard, so you can 
be better prepared.   
 

I feel prepared having worked hard 
throughout my years here at Carmel, and I 
leave tonight knowing that I can rest over 
the summer and start in September, ready 
to work again.  
 

GRADUATION SPEECH 2009 
by Brody Schnarr 

 
Good Evening Parents, Teachers, and 
Members of the Community.   
 

“The life leading to heaven is not one 
withdrawn from the world, but a life 
active in the world.”  Heaven and Hell 535  

 

This is the way I want to live my life. I feel it 
is important to be active in everything you 
do and everywhere you go. I think this 
quote advises me to be a good person 
towards others and to let my qualities show 
through in my personality. With this in mind, 
I will talk about my life in this school, and 
offer words of wisdom to my younger 
schoolmates. 

 

I remember in kindergarten having Miss 
Suzanna as my first teacher. Miss Suzanna 
taught me to always have a smile on my 
face. She gave us lots of playtimes, and 
everyday I would build a tower with the red 
blocks and then break it down. I remember 
“Show and Tell”, and bringing in the same 
Pokemon card for weeks. This taught me to 
enjoy life. 
 

In Grade One, two teachers taught me; 
Mrs. Eidse and Mrs. Reipert. I enjoyed 
speed tests in Math with Mrs. Riepert, and 
learning about animals in Science class 
with Mrs. Eidse. I remember waiting eagerly 
everyday for the ducks to hatch. It was one 
of the coolest things when they all hatched, 
and we each had one we could play with 
when we finished our schoolwork. This 
taught me to do my work quickly and 
effectively. 
 

In Grade Two, Miss Laura was my teacher; 
it was the first year she taught at our 
school. At first, I was worried about meeting 
someone new but then I quickly realized 
how nice she was.  I remember that 
whenever I was sad she would give me 
hugs and how understanding she was when 
I did not understand a certain subject. Miss 
Laura taught me to have patience for other 
people. 

 

In Grade 3-4 Mrs. Riepert was my teacher 
again. I always enjoyed how she could 
make even the most boring subjects fun 
and interesting. Mrs. Riepert also allowed 
me to play Age of Mythology if I finished my 
math correctly and before the next class. It 
was always a great incentive to do my best. 
I remember learning about Egyptian history, 
their gods and traditions.  I always enjoyed 
that class. Another good memory is going 



to the Medieval Times dinner and 
tournament.   

 

In grade 5-6 Mrs. Hill was my homeroom 
teacher. Mrs. Hill had a “quiet monitor” 
which she put next to me. The quiet monitor 
would beep if I was making too much noise. 
Although at the time, I thought it was 
completely useless and just a way to get 
me into trouble, I now realize she was trying 
to teach me about controlling the noise I 
make. Another thing Mrs. Hill did was have 
a reward system.  If we behaved well we 
would go out to bowling or another fun 
activity.  Mrs. Hill taught me self-control. 

 

Finally, In Grade 7-8 I had three teachers, 
Miss Steph, Mr. Bellinger, and Mrs. 
Longstaff. Mrs. Longstaff taught me that 
reading and writing can be fun and 
interesting. Mr. Bellinger would randomly 
pick assignments to grade, and others he 
would not grade. This taught me to always 
do my best on all work. Miss Steph taught 
me how to always push myself to be the 

best I possibly could. In 
Canada Fitness she 
would always encourage 
me to do my best and 
get Excellence (which I 
did).  

 

My advice to the younger grades is to 
always do your best; put your best effort in 
everything you do, whether it is schoolwork, 
homework or games. Also, be nice to 
others in class and at recess; always 
include everyone. When I was younger I 
remember how happy I was when older 
students would involve me in their games.   
 

This is a way to live a life not withdrawn in 
the world, but active in the world.  In the 
future, whether it is next year in high school 
or when I start my career, I plan on living by 
this quote. I will not withdraw; I will remain 
active and put my knowledge of scripture to 
good use as I go out into the world.  

 

 
GRADUATION SPEECH 

By Eui Jae Jeon 
 

Good evening everyone. 

I cannot believe I graduate tonight. It feels 
like I came to this school yesterday. I only 
have been in this school for less than a 
year. This school is my first and last school 
in Kitchener. 
 

When I first walked into the school, I was 
kind of surprised because I haven’t been in 
a small school. I first came here during 
summer break to meet the teachers and 
look around the school. There was Mr. 
Bellinger and Mrs. Longstaff in school. 
When I saw my classroom Mrs. Longstaff 
said, “Seven students will be here when 
you come back after summer break.” When 
I came back after summer break, there 
were seven in my classroom as Mrs. 
Longstaff said. That time I thought, “This 
school is pretty small.” I still remember that 
day, in wintertime, six people were sick and 
Skyler and I were the only grade 7/8 
students in school. Sometimes, we only had 
four people in the classroom and we played 
a 2 against 2 soccer game. I had a fun time 
on those days. 
 

I had a pretty good time and good 
experiences in this school. This school is 
my first school in Kitchener and also my 
first church school in my life. I have been to 
church many times in Korea but I haven’t 
been to a church school. Recitation, The 
Word, Chapel, and Scripture Studies 
weren’t familiar to me for the first couple of 
months.  
 

I learned new sports here as well such as 
hockey, lacrosse, and football. I had a 
pretty good time learning and playing with 
people. I will not be able to forget Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory. I haven’t done 
those kinds of things 
or given a speech as 
well. But I had a fun 
time. I did a lot of 
things in this school 
that I haven’t done 
before. I won’t be 
able to forget those 
experiences. 

 

“Thank you and good night”  
from each student! 
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Sample Comments from Campers: 

 
“I loved the sphere of Maple. It made me feel accepted and loved, and encouraged me to show 
my best values in my actions. I loved the worships, and reading from the Bible. I loved the 
singing, and the enthusiasm with which everyone participated. Most of all, I loved that it makes 
me want to grow and change, and gives me the hope that this is possible, and the courage to 
do it Thank you Maple!!” 
 
“Maple is one of the best things I have ever experienced, and I can’t express how thankful I am 
for all it has taught me about life and myself. Thank you!!” 
 

From a Parent: 
 
“Hi! I just wanted to thank you for putting on another “Amazing!!!” (our son’s word) Maple 
Camp. Maple has been a life changing experience for all four of our kids. Growing up in an 
isolated area with very few church kids around, this has really been their first experience with a 
New Church youth group, and it has given them a much deeper and living appreciation for the 
New Church teachings. You have done more good by putting on this camp year after year than 
you will ever know. Thanks again!”  

�

�����������	
����
���������������������� �� ���������������
 

 

To all Maple Alumni:  Camp Director Steph Kuhl would like to receive a short note from each 
one of you about your Most Memorable Memory of Maple.  Snapshots of camp would also be 
welcome. Don’t forget to include the year you attended and your current address. The plan is 
to collate these into some type of document and send everyone a copy. 

 
Please send these to Steph at: 

 

gcic.mapleleafcamp@gmail.com  
 

or 
 

Maple Leaf Academy 
40 Chapel Hill Drive 

Kitchener, ON  N2R 1N2 
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Help Wanted  
 
Information Swedenborg Incorporated (ISI)  is seeking one or more qualified individuals to 
lead and manage its operations as ISI Executive Director . There are two parts to this position 
and preference will be given to the person who can fill them both, but we are also interested in 
applicants for either part. 
 
Part 1: The purpose of the internet marketing position is to build a large email subscriber-list. 
The candidate is required to have considerable internet marketing and social networking 
knowledge and experience in order to do jobs such as: 
 
·  Twitter/Facebook/Squidoo accounts 
·  Managing a blog e.g. Aweber 
·  Creating and posting articles 
·  Maintaining the ISI website 
·  Weekly newsletter 
·  Organizing and facilitating teleclasses and interviews 
·  Correspondence as needed 
 
Part 2:  The purpose of this portion of the job is to generate interest at a more local level. This 
will involve creative ideas, initiatives for new promotional ventures, regular correspondence 
with inquirers, and editing and publishing a short, periodic print newsletter for the organization.  
Specific examples include: 
 
�  Print and Internet advertising of book specials and events to readers in southern Ontario 
�  Print and Internet advertising of book specials to Canada-wide readers 
�  Organizing and facilitating workshops, book signings, lectures and participation in book 

fairs and other expositions 
 
General: 
Candidate(s) must be self motivated with a passion for spreading the word of the Lord through 
His Second Coming and have a reliable computer and internet connection.  
 
Both job parts will require a quarterly reporting to the board of directors. Full responsibility for 
both parts of this position will make up a 20-30 hour week, with a possibility of increased hours 
based on initial productivity. The initial contract will be for a period of one year. Please note, 
while membership of the General Church is not required, we are seeking applicants with a 
strong commitment and affirmative attitude to the doctrinal principles of the church.   
 
All interested applicants for either portion of the Executive Director of ISI position should send 
a résumé to Rev. Brad Heinrichs at 58 Chapel Hill Drive, Kitchener, Ontario, N2R 1N2, or by e-
mail at pastor@carmelnewchurch.org by July 31, 2009 .**  You can also call Brad at (519) 748-
5802 if you would like more information.   
 
** Please note that the application acceptance date has been pushed back from June 15, 
2009.  The job advertisement did not appear in the New Church Canadian or the Chatterbox, 
so in the interest of fairness we have extended the deadline. Interviews for applicants will be 
held on Saturday, September 12, 2009, at the Mohawk Inn. 
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General Church in Canada  

 

Administrative Office  
279 Burnhamthorpe Road 

Toronto, Ontario   M9B 1Z6 
Phone: 416-239-3054     FAX: 416-239-4935 

Rev. Brad Heinrichs, Executive V.P. 
pastor@carmelnewchurch.org 

Gordon Jorgenson, Administrator 
GCIC@shaw.ca 

Carmel New Church and School  
40 Chapel Hill Drive 

Kitchener, ON  N2R 1N2 
Telephone: 519-748-5802 

Rev. Brad Heinrichs, Pastor/Principal 
pastor@carmelnewchurch.org 

Rev. Nathan Cole, Asst. to the Pastor 
asstpastor@carmelnewchurch.org 

James Bellinger, High School Principal 
jbellinger@carmelnewchurch.org 

Liz Longstaff, Vice Principal, CNCS 
asstprincipal@carmelnewchurch.org 

Dawson Creek Church  
9013 – 8th Street 

Dawson Creek, B.C.   V1G 3N3 
Rev. Coleman Glenn, Dawson Creek 

Coleman.Glenn@gmail.com 
Mrs Lavina Scott Grande Prairie 

708-957-3625 

Olivet New Church and School  
279 Burnhamthorpe Road 
Etobicoke, ON  M9B 1Z6 

Phone: 416-239-3054   Fax: 416-239-4935 
Rev. James Cooper, Pastor/Principal 

pastor@olivetnewchurch.org 
Sara Gatti, Head Teacher 

principal@olivetnewchurch.org 
 

Information Swedenborg Inc . 
279 Burnhamthorpe Road 
Etobicoke, ON   M9B 1Z6 

Phone: 416-233-3929   Fax: 416-239-4935 
Toll free: 1-877-774-7775 

information@swedenborg.ca 

 

 
Worship Services  

 

Carmel New Church, Kitchener 
Summer: Sundays, 10:00 am 

      

Dawson Creek Church - Grande Prairie 
11:00 am         late afternoon 

 

July 12 - Rev. Brad Heinrichs 
July 24-26 – CAMP @ Moberly Lake – Rev. James 

(Jay) Barry 
August 23 – Rev. Nathan Cole 

 

Olivet New Church, Toronto 
Sundays, 10:30 am 

 
�
 

GCIC Meetings  
 

Proposed Board Meeting Dates 
  

     September 26, 2009 10:00 am Kitchener 
     November 21, 2009 10:00 am Toronto 
     February 20, 2010 10:00 am Kitchener 
     April 17, 2010   2:30 pm Toronto      
            

Annual General Meeting 
 

     April 17, 2010   7:30 PM Toronto 
Preceded by supper at 6:30 PM 

 
 

 
Editorial Deadline  

 

September Issue: August 15, 2009 
 

Please send submissions to: 
Denis and Sandy Kuhl, Editors NCC 

87 Baird St., Bright, ON   N0J 1B0 
Telephone: 519-454-4522   

  Fax: 519-454-4523 
 

email: kuhls@rogers.com 
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