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If you will have completed at least one year of high school, you can join us. 

 

Thursday, June 25th to Wednesday, July 1st  
At Upper Canada Camp, Palgrave, Ontario. 

 

Our theme this year is 

~~~~������������������������������������ ~~~~����
�������������	
����
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�
To Register  by email, complete the registration and medical forms and email to Camp Director.  The 
forms also need to be printed, signed, and mailed with payment to: 
 

Maple Leaf, 40 Chapel Hill Drive, Kitchener, Ontario  N2R 1N2 
 
Transportation  is not provided to or from camp.  Campers should arrive at camp between 4:00pm and 
5:30pm on June 25 .  (Staff cannot be responsible for campers that arrive too early.)  Campers may be 
picked up from Upper Canada Camp on July 1  between 9:00 and 10:00am. Directions to camp will be 
included with registration confirmation. 
 

FEES:   
Regular fee:  $250 
Early Bird:  $235 
Junior Staff:   $200 
 

Full payment  is required by June 10th please. 
A deposit of at least $50 is required with 
registration ($5 non-refundable once cheque is 
deposited.) 
  

Early Bird  fee is available to those who pay in 
full by May 15, 2009. 

Junior Staff  must have completed grade 12 
and attended Maple at least once before.  
Junior Staff campers are expected to hold a 
leadership role and participate in specific 
camp activities. 

 

Financial Assistance  is available.  Please apply 
early as funds are limited.  Direct requests to the 
Camp Director:  Stephanie Kuhl at 
gcic.mapleleafcamp@gmail.com or call 519-895-
1891. 
 

  

Please make cheque payable to:  Maple Leaf Academy 
 

 

From the Editors 
 

We would like to draw your attention to the GCIC Annual General Meting  on Saturday, April 25 th, in 
Kitchener. There will be a supper before it at 6:30 pm and the meeting itself is scheduled for 
7:30pm. The GCIC Board  will also be meeting that same afternoon at 1:30 pm. In light of the letter 
immediately following this note, there will be an important discussion  about planning for the future of 
the GCIC, with some significant staffing changes taking place. 
  

Correction: a note from Mrs. Catherine Carswell & Miss Corona Carswell points out that there was an 
error in the spelling of their Grandmother/Mother's name in Richard Parker’s article, under Letters to the 
Editor "Memories of Olivet Church Suppers". In the article it was spelled as "Adena  Carswell" and the 
correct spelling is "Edina  Carswell". 
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GOD IS HOLDING YOUR HAND 

by Rev. Donald L. Rose 
 
Once, when a young adult was asked if she had one favourite verse from the 
Word or Scripture, she mentioned Psalm 139:10: “If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there Your hand shall 
lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me.” 

 
Note that the hand of God is said to do two things. It both “leads” and “holds.” 
 
“Leading” calls to mind a Scriptural passage that is a favourite for millions: Psalm 23. “He leads me 
beside the still waters.” “He leads me in the paths of righteousness.” It also calls to mind a memorable 
scene from the Gospels when Jesus “took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the town” (Mark 
8:23). 
 
Leading the blind man out of a town was one kind of rescue. A more dramatic time was when Simon 
Peter was sinking in the water. “Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him” (Matthew 14:31). 
Leading, then, can be a lifting up from the very shadow of death. Another time a twelve year old girl lay 
lifeless on a bed, and Jesus “took her by the hand and called, saying, ‘Little girl, arise” (Luke 8:54). The 
girl heard His voice calling her, and she felt the hand of Jesus drawing her back to life. 
 
“I give unto them eternal life,” said Jesus. He was speaking of his sheep, and he 
added, “They shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of my 
hand” (John 10:28). The idea of being in God’s hand is simply expressed in the 
song, “He’s Got the Whole World In His Hand.”  
 
In 1939, which was a time of dark uncertainty for England, King George VI 
began his Christmas speech to his people with a quotation part of which goes 
like this, “Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better 
than a light, and safer than a known way.” 
 
The Heavenly Doctrines of the New Church teach that God’s leading is “as if by the hand, permitting 
and withholding as far as one is willing to follow in freedom.” This is at a deeper level than holding a 
person’s physical hand. It involves holding the things of the mind and heart. The Lord holds us in hope. 
He holds us in trust. He holds us in resolve. 
 
The Heavenly Doctrines speak of two things going on in the Lord’s care for us, Reminiscent of the verse 
in Palm 139, they are “holding’ (or “keeping”) and “withholding.” The idea is that we are being kept or 
held in good and withheld from evil. To quote: “By virtue of the mercy of the Lord we are withheld 
from evil and kept in good, and this by a mighty force.” 

 
Now our own free response to this holding and withholding is vital. In our 
lives we may willingly put our hand into the hand of God, and cherish the 
promise that He gave through a prophet of old, “I will hold your hand” (Isaiah 
42:6). Then, though we may take the wings of the morning and dwell beyond 
the sea, we may say in trust, “Your hand shall lead me, and your right hand 
shall hold me.” 
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The Bryn Athyn Historic District was designated as a National Historic Landmark on October 6, 
2008. Bryn Athyn, Pennsylvania, was founded as a religious community in the late 19th 
century by members of a Christian denomination known as the New Church. Just a mile from 
the Philadelphia border, this small borough is home to some of the area’s most remarkable 
architecture, buildings that reflect the religious faith and vision of the community’s earliest 
residents. 
 

The Bryn Athyn Historic District includes three family residences—father John Pitcairn’s 
Beaux-Arts mansion, Cairnwood, and sons Harold and Raymond’s residences, Cairncrest and 
Glencairn, respectively—and the renowned Bryn Athyn Cathedral. All were constructed 
between 1892 and 1938. 
 

Of all the crafts associated with these buildings, the production of stained glass for Bryn Athyn 
Cathedral and Glencairn is the most noteworthy. The artists and craftsmen were determined to 
duplicate the textures and pure colors found in the medieval glass windows in European 
churches. This would prove to be a monumental undertaking. In prewar, industrialized 
America, the art of making hand-blown glass had virtually disappeared. To achieve the quality 
they were looking for, the Bryn Athyn group had to do no less than rediscover the lost 
techniques of the medieval glassmakers. Artists were sent to France and England to draw and 
photograph the glass in the churches there, and a stained glass studio and glass factory were 
established in Bryn Athyn. The necessary techniques were, with great ingenuity, finally 
perfected at Bryn Athyn in the 1920s. Eventually elements of these techniques were carried to 
other 20th century ecclesiastical buildings, such as the Washington National Cathedral, by 
craftsmen trained in this small Pennsylvania borough. 
 

Today, Bryn Athyn Cathedral remains a place of worship and for the New Church where 
visitors are welcome. Glencairn is a museum of religious art and history. Cairnwood serves as 
an educational, cultural, and hospitality center. All three are open regularly for tours. Cairncrest 
currently serves as a private office building for the New Church. 
 

The formal launch of our National Historic Landmark District will be on Saturday, April 18, 
2009. From 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Glencairn Museum, Cairnwood and Bryn Athyn Cathedral will all 
be open free of charge to celebrate our National Landmark designation. Visitors will 
experience a wide variety of activities such as glassblowing, stained glass painting, 
stonecutting, guided tours, carriage, trolley, and Packard rides, trips up to Glencairn’s tower, 
refreshments, and more. 
 

 

Bryn Athyn Cathedral  
 
Bryn Athyn Cathedral, dedicated in 1919, is a highly 
acclaimed Gothic and Romanesque style complex. The 
decorative aspects of the Cathedral are governed by a 
distinctive symbolism based on the teachings of the New 
Church, an international Christian Faith. For more 
information: www.brynathyncathedral.org 



 

Glencairn Museum  
 
Built between 1928 and 1939, Glencairn was formerly the 
home of Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn. Today Glencairn 
Museum educates visitors about the history of religion, using 
art and artefacts from a variety of cultures and time periods. 
For more information: www.glencairnmuseum.org 
 
 
 

 

Cairnwood Mansion  
 
Experience the sunset of America’s Gilded Age as you 
explore this unique country house. Designed in 1895 by the 
renowned architectural firm of Carrère and Hastings to be a 
home for the industrialist John Pitcairn and his family, 
Cairnwood evokes the grandeur of a bygone age. For more 
information: www.cairnwood.org 
 
 

 

Events 
 

On April 18th, 2009 Bryn Athyn Historic District will celebrate its official launch. Glencairn Museum, 
Cairnwood, and Bryn Athyn Cathedral will be open to the public from 11 am to 5 pm. Tours, a parade, 
activities, and a ribbon cutting ceremony are just some of the day’s highlights. 
 

Highlights 
 

Landmark Open House Cairnwood, Bryn Athyn Cathedral, and Glencairn Museum will all be open 
throughout the day for guests to enjoy interactive demonstrations such as stone carving, glassblowing, 
19th century crafts, and horse & carriage rides. Some workshops and activities require a small fee. 
 

Bryn Athyn Historic District Passport Tours Pick up a Bryn Athyn Historic District Passport (available 
at each building) and get your passport stamped at each location you visit. Families are invited to 
participate in an exciting scavenger hunt and unlock the secrets of these treasured landmarks. 
Transportation trolleys will be available. All passport activities are free and fun for all ages! 
 

Refreshments and Marketplace 
 

Schedule 
 

11 am - Doors Open. Activities include: 
Cairnwood - carriage rides, blacksmith, farmer 
Glencairn Museum - stained glass blowing, guided tours, self-guided cell phone tours 
Bryn Athyn Cathedral - stone carving demonstrations, organ recital 

11 am to 4 pm - Passport Tours throughout the Historic District 
12 noon - Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Cairnwood 
1 pm - Carriage Parade 
1 pm to 4 pm - Guided tours at Glencairn Museum 
5 pm - Worship Service at Bryn Athyn Cathedral 
8 pm - Bryn Athyn Cathedral Lighting (weather permitting) 



 

General Church in Canada 
 

Administrative Office  
279 Burnhamthorpe Road 

Toronto, Ontario   M9B 1Z6 
Phone: 416-239-3054     FAX: 416-239-4935 

Gordon Jorgenson, Administrator 
GCIC@shaw.ca 

 
 

Western Office 
1605 Loran Drive 

Dawson Creek, B.C.   V1G 4X9 
Office & FAX: 250-782-3353 

Cell #: 250-719-5235 
Rev. Michael Gladish, Executive V.P. 

mgladish@shaw.ca 

Carmel New Church and School  

40 Chapel Hill Drive 
Kitchener, ON  N2R 1N2 
Telephone: 519-748-5802 

Rev. Brad Heinrichs, Pastor/Principal 
pastor@carmelnewchurch.org 

Rev. Nathan Cole, Asst. to the Pastor 
asstpastor@carmelnewchurch.org 

Dawson Creek Church  

9013 – 8th Street 
Dawson Creek, B.C.   V1G 3N3 

Home, Office & FAX: 250-782-3353 
Cell #: 250-719-5235 

Rev. Michael Gladish, Pastor 
mgladish@shaw.ca 

Olivet New Church and School  

279 Burnhamthorpe Road 
Etobicoke, ON  M9B 1Z6 

Phone: 416-239-3054   Fax: 416-239-4935 
Rev. James Cooper, Pastor 
pastor@olivetnewchurch.org 

Jeremy Irwin, Principal   
principal@olivetnewchurch.org 

 
Information Swedenborg Inc. / 
Swedenborg Book Centre  

David Simpson 
Exec. Dir. / Manager 

279 Burnhamthorpe Road 
Etobicoke, ON   M9B 1Z6 

Phone: 416-233-3929   Fax: 416-239-4935 
Toll free: 1-877-774-7775 

information@swedenborg.ca 
books@swedenborg.ca 

 
 

 

Worship Services  
 

Calgary 
2nd & 4th Sundays, 11:00 am 

 

Carmel New Church, Kitchener 
Sundays, 11:00 am 

      

Dawson Creek Church  
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays, 11:00 am 

 

Grande Prairie 
1st & 3rd Sundays, late afternoon 

 

Olivet New Church, Toronto 
Sundays, 10:30 am 

 
Rev. Nathan Cole       Winnipeg           April 5 

 

  
 

�
 

GCIC Meetings  
 

Proposed Board Meeting Dates 
  

April 25, 2009    1:30 pm  Kitchener
          

Annual General Meeting 
 

    April 25, 2009   7:30 PM Kitchener 
 

Preceded by supper at 6:30 PM 
    
 

 

Editorial Deadline  
 

May Issue: April 15, 2009 
 

Please send submissions to: 
Denis and Sandy Kuhl, Editors NCC 

87 Baird St., Bright, ON   N0J 1B0 
Telephone: 519-454-4522   

  Fax: 519-454-4523 
 

email: kuhls@rogers.com 
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