THE
NEW CHURCH
CANADIAN

A Bi-monthly Newsletter of the General Church in Canada

Issue 128 November 2008

REMEMBRANCE DAY
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Ta all whio call
upon Him in onuth.
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And It's Winter
Before We Know It...
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| have in my possession my mother’s ‘cook
book’. Handwritten in an EASY READ
STENOGRAPHER'’S note book that was
easily stood and flipped, it is a stash of
recipes collected over the years from
friends, family and newspapers. It includes
recipes she grew up with in Halifax - her
mother’s and sister in law’s - and most of
which | had the pleasure of tasting: pickles,
pies, cakes, casseroles, Christmas cookies,
chip dips, and more. Schmecks good, eh?

At the back end of
this steno pad is a
record of Carmel
Church Friday
Suppers and
special banquets
from the early
‘50s. Apparently
my mom was the
convener/coordin-
ator for these
events for a
period of time -
appointed,
elected, or volunteered by the Ladies Guild
(now Theta Alpha Guild) who looked after
those kinds of things.

Its fun to leaf through these pages, to
visualize and remember the people
involved: Miss Edna and Miss Alberta
(Stroh), Mrs. Woelfle (cousin Uarda), Miss
Ina and Stella Bellinger, Miss Peppler, Mrs.
Bond and Lilian Pearce, Mrs. Ed Hill and
Carita Roschman, Lucile James and
Korene Schnarr, Mrs. John (Annie)
Schnarr, Mrs, Rud (Hazel) Schnarr, Mrs.
Down, Mrs. Alf Hasen, Mrs. Dr. Schnarr,
Mrs. Harold Kuhl (Aunt Vannie), and the list
goes on. At the time | didn't realize the
importance these people would have in my
up-bringing. These were ‘Old People’ when
| was in my teens, but it does “...take a
village to raise a child.” I now realize and
appreciate their influence. | had been in



their homes, and they fed me Friday
Suppers.

For those who may not
be entirely familiar with
the ‘culture’ of the New
Church, Friday Supper
(Wednesday Supper in
Toronto) is a
euphemism for having
a good time with
friends. It was usually
the social highlight of
the week, for they
were weekly; a good meal followed by song
practice followed by instruction. Social life
among members of the church was very
important in promoting cohesiveness and
identity. It was an act of charity which
provided a sense of belonging and helped
identify who we were. It was a right of
passage in our maturing with the church.
Everyone came, high school age and up. It
was looked forward to. (The present tense
could also apply.)

What is New Church social life? In days of
yore (the ‘40s and ‘50s in my case) it was
certainly encouraged and practiced. To
participate didn’'t necessarily require deep
religious discussions or life-altering
experiences. It was an opportunity to enjoy
the company of a variety of people of all
ages, in varying states of maturity and
employment. Its uniqueness, however, lay
in the underlying but unspoken acceptance
of the truths revealed in His three-fold
Word. This was the common thread that
unified us, gave us roots and provided a
sense of belonging, completeness and
wholeness. In hindsight, it did prove to be a
life-altering experience and | still find myself
feeling incomplete when people are missing
from an event.

Worship, no matter how large the crowd, is
a very personal thing. On the other hand,
society life requires sociability and
interaction. So how is your social life? Are
we having fun yet? Sure times have
changed and there are all kinds of reasons,

some even legitimate, why things will never
be the same as in ‘yore’. Yet the question
must be asked: “What do we do now to
ensure that those basic and still essential
values are maintained and nurtured?”
Belonging, completeness and wholeness
are still important aspects of society life,
especially essential for a healthy church
society.

Short of forming another committee and in
the spirit of freedom, each of us will have to
answer that one for ourselves. When we
do, let’s be inclusive and feed the healthy
growth of our church. After all, what's the
point of New Church social life if we can’t
have some fun and break bread together?
See you at Friday Supper!

D.K., Editor

An Historic Memory

New Years Eve
Attendance:70

Dec. 31, 1951

cold boiled ham -12 Ibs.@ .86  $10.32
potato chips -2 large cans $ 4.00
bread - 6 loaves $ 1.08
butter-2lbs; 2 gts. jersey milk;

pt. w. cream $ 2.48
celery-6 bunches; carrots-2 bags;

pickles
coffee-2 Ibs., tea, sugar $ 5.12
ice cream-5 gal. $ 7.30

Jr. Young People
Mrs. J. Kuhl




General Church in Canada

Administrative Office
279 Burnhamthorpe Road
Toronto, Ontario M9B 176
Phone: 416-239-3054 FAX: 416-239-4935
Gordon Jorgenson, Administrator

GCIC@shaw.ca

Western Office
1605 Loran Drive
Dawson Creek, B.C. V1G 4X9
Office & FAX: 250-782-3353
Cell #: 250-719-5235
Rev. Michael Gladish,Executive V.P.
mgladish@shaw.ca

Carmel New Church and School

40 Chapel Hill Drive
Kitchener, ON N2R 1N2
Telephone: 519-748-5802

Rev. Brad Heinrichs, Pastor/Principal
pastor@ carmelnewchurch.org
Rev. Nathan Cole, Asst. to the Pastor
asstpastor@carmelnewchurch.org

Dawson Creek Church

9013 — & Street
Dawson Creek, B.C. V1G 3N3
Home, Office & FAX: 250-782-3353
Cell #: 250-719-5235
Rev. Michael Gladish, Pastor
mgladish@shaw.ca

Olivet New Church and School

279 Burnhamthorpe Road
Etobicoke, ON M9B 176
Phone: 416-239-3054 Fax: 416-239-4935
Rev. James Cooper, Pastor
pastor@olivetnewchurch.org
Jeremy Irwin, Principal
principal@olivetnewchurch.org

Information Swedenborg Inc. /
Swedenborg Book Centre
David Simpson
Exec. Dir. / Manager
279 Burnhamthorpe Road
Etobicoke, ON M9B 176
Phone: 416-233-3929 Fax: 416-239-4935
Toll free: 1-877-774-7775
information@swedenborg.ca
books@swedenborg.ca

Worship Services

Calgary
2" & 4™ Sundays, 11:00 am

Carmel New Church, Kitchener
Sundays, 11:00 am

Dawson Creek Church
1%, 2 & 3" Sundays, 11:00 am
Grande Prairie
1% & 3" Sundays, late afternoon

Olivet New Church, Toronto
Sundays, 10:30 am

GCIC Meetings

Proposed Board Meeting Dates

Nov. 22, 2008 10:00 am Kitchener
Feb. 21, 2009 10:00 am Toronto
April 25, 2009 1:30 pm Kitchener
Annual General Meeting
April 25, 2009 7:30 PM Kitchener

Preceded by supper at 6:30 PM

Editorial Deadline

January Issue: December 15, 2008

Please send submissions to:
Denis and Sandy Kuhl, Editors NCC
87 Baird St., Bright, ON NO0J 1BO
Telephone: 519-454-4522
Fax: 519-454-4523

email: kuhls@rogers.com

*** | et the editors know if you would like to
receive the “Canadian” via email ***

CHRISTMAS
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